
Tips for Parents by Susie Kohl 

Appreciating Teachers’ Roles in Children’s Lives  

                                         “A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops.”  

                                                                                                                              ~ Henry Adams 

AST NIGHT AT DINNER, a friend told me about a student she taught in public school first 

grade many years ago. None of her colleagues could handle the six-year-old’s intense 

energy, and they thought of him as “trouble.” My friend and this little boy had a very 

special bond, but after she moved to another school she lost track of him.  

Over the years, she worried that as a teenager he might have gotten involved in the gangs so pre-

valent in his neighborhood. Recently, he surprised her with a phone call to tell her he was in col-

lege. He said, “Whenever I had to make a decision in my life, I thought about what you would 

want me to do. I never got involved with drugs or gangs. I remember you told me in first grade 

that I could go to college, and that’s what I’m doing.” 

The powerful role that teachers play in motivating their students to love learning and believe in 

their own abilities to achieve their goals isn’t widely understood yet in our world. Do you still 

remember a teacher who made a difference in your life? I sure do.  

The best testament to teachers comes from the people they once taught. Bill Gates says, “My 

success came from the great teachers I had. Without them, there would be no Microsoft.” A 

survey of older students by Knowledge Universe shows that students feel motivated by teachers 

both in and outside the classroom, and one in 10 feels inspired to follow in their footsteps and 

become teachers. 

The first full week of May is National Teacher Appreciation Week. From my perspective, the 

real value of such a week is taking time to reflect on the importance of teachers in our society. 

What if no one was motivated to choose teaching as a profession? What would the plight of our 

children be? 

It is odd that teaching is not considered one of the four “noble” professions. In Western culture, 

professors (with Ph.D.s), ministers, physicians, and lawyers are honored as noble because they 

require specialized knowledge. However, teachers not only have to possess knowledge, they 

have to find ways to awaken each of their individual students to the excitement and dedication 

involved in learning. 

If we take the time to appreciate all the facets of teaching that make it noble, we might consider 

that the ways we think about teachers and express our perspectives about them can affect how 

highly the role is valued by society in the future. I would guess that Albert Einstein had some 

good teachers, and these words reflect his experience with them: “It is the supreme art of the 

teacher to awaken joy in creative expression and knowledge.” 

In the new world we are helping to create, people will recognize that good teachers, like my 

friend whose former student called her, actually strengthen the child’s spirit to forge ahead in life 

despite any adversity. 
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