
Tips for Parents by Susie Kohl 

Redefining the “Well-Informed Child”  
HILDREN TODAY ARE BOMBARDED with facts about people and events around the world. 

Yet surprisingly, they are often missing out on important information about themselves. 

For example, four-year-old children commonly report that they don’t know their last 

names. How could that be? On the one hand, it’s common for two-year-olds to perform feats that 

may not have interested toddlers in the past—like reciting their ABCs or recognizing colors. And 

what two-year-old can’t scroll on a cell phone? On the other hand, ask a preschooler his last 

name, address, or phone number—items young children commonly knew in the past—and you’ll 

likely get a look of incomprehension. 

What’s going on? Perhaps we can blame a difference in discipline techniques. Didn’t children 

learn their last names in previous generations by getting in trouble and hearing “John Bennett 

O’Reilly, how could you do such a thing?” Then there is the fact that in the past we mostly used 

last names: “The Smiths are coming to visit.” In addition, children were trained from their first 

utterances to address adults as “Mr. Jones” or “Mrs. Hughes.” Today we teach children to call 

adults by their first names, blurring the line between childhood and adulthood and mak-ing last 

names extraneous. When do children hear them?  

There was also a consciousness in the past that if a child got lost in a department store or a 

crowd, being able to impart his personal information to a helpful adult would be crucial. This 

seems sensible. Knowing your address has long been considered an important readiness item for 

kindergarten. Why not teach children as much practical, helpful information about themselves, 

their families, and where they live as possible?  

One of the easiest ways to impart all these names and numbers to young children is to make up a 

song based on a simple nursery tune that contains the information. Children memorize songs 

quickly. You can also cut a house out of construction paper and write your address on it. In 

addition, older children can easily learn the name of your company, where its located, and your 

contact information. 

Let’s change the definition of a well-informed child. Children don’t need to know the latest 

video games or music. However, knowing vital information about themselves may be crucial in 

an emergency. In addition, knowing where they live and how to reach their parents helps chil-

dren feel more confident. 
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